The first thing to notice is that great care must be taken in the administration of the anaesthetic, for there seems no doubt about the fact that there have been an unusual number of deaths at the operation caused by the anaesthetic, probably owing to cardiac failure, partly from the previous condition of the heart, and partly because of the many important nerves which may be wounded in the operation. Not only is there this danger, but for some few days after the operation the pulse is often rapid and weak; there is great prostration, with a weak voice, and the temperature may rise.
Usually after a few days these unfavourable symptoms pass off, even if one of them, as is often the case, has been laryngeal paralysis.
In many of the cases after the first few days, the improvement began, the palpitation was less, and the eyes were not nearly so prominent; in others the improvement came on a little later. Another point on which we want more information is how much of the gland should be removedAs now we know that when too much of it has been taken away the bad symptoms can probably be controlled by the administration of sheep s thyroid, many surgeons will err on the side of removing too much.
Putnam has shewn that the removal of part ot the thyroid is quite sufficient.
